April 8, 2017 at 9:00 am.

NEW LOCATION
FOR MEETING
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Greg & Letriana Cantrell’s Home
311 Arnold Road East Peoria, Il.
See you there!
Directions:
From Peoria, take US Route 150 to E. Camp St. Continue straight onto E. Washington St. for 1 mile. Turn
left onto Arnold Road. Go up the hill and their house
will be on the left.

It’s That Time Of The Year: Club Dues Will Be
Due By April : And They Are Still Only $20.
Please give cash/check to our
treasurer:
Or Send To:
Letriana Cantrell
311 Arnold Rd.
East Peoria, IL. 61611

Happy
Easter

Hey everyone, is it Spring time yet? Let’s
hope winter has given up and gone away!
I bet by now everyone has their pond open
and up and running and they’re feeding their
fish a couple times a day. RIGHT???
Now all the hard work begins with cleaning
your pond up from last winter.
Make sure that you are checking all the edges
along your streambed and around your biofalls for any leaks. I’m sure something has
moved over the winter time, and you want to
catch it before you lose a lot of water.

Just a reminder that sometime in April or May, we
will be repairing Marlene Carter’s pond. If anyone is
interested in helping and learning, watch for an e-mail
or the newsletter for information.
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Prairieland Koi and Pond Society
General Meeting Minutes
Saturday March 11, 2017
9:05 – 10:00 a.m.
Attendance: 34 people were present.
Location: Tr emont Community Center
Housekeeping items: Vince checked to make sur e ever yone is getting the newsletter , has their PKPS
name tag, has their new member bag, and if anyone would like to have their birthday greetings in the newsletter to please contact him (month only, no year or day needed). Marlene Carter reported she has not been receiving the newsletter and was advised to send an email to Vince and Allen so they can sort out the problem.
Also, Marlene doesn’t have a name tag, nor does Barb Williamson (nee Senn).

Todd Bong has reserved the Tremont Community Center for Saturday, 11/11/2017, for the PKPS banquet at
no cost for the space. We would still have to find a catering service. Vince put it to the membership as an option since the Pekin K of C doesn’t exist anymore and the Morton location was a mess (organizational and
otherwise). Barb Luick suggested another option could be the basement of the Tremont Legions Hall. She
knows a caterer and can find out more information. The space would also be free of charge.
Meeting: An open discussion was held on opening/star ting up your pond in the spr ing:
1. Vince reported he uses a fine net through the water in the pond before getting his pump going in order to
clear some of the winter algae from the bottom, which can clog the skimmer box. Larry Zehr, the Bongs, and
Cantrells don’t shut down their ponds over winter. Larry doesn’t have a conventional skimmer box or leaf
filter, he uses a gravel filter. Todd and Greg Cantrell run their skimmers year round but Todd shuts off the
pump at the bottom of his pond in winter. Todd has a 1200 watt heater in front of the skimmer box for ice
build-up and it has to be watched every day.
2. Vince says to check the PVC light bulb deicer every evening (not during daylight) to make sure it is keeping an opening in the ice for gas exchange. Larry uses a newer 100 watt floating heater in a 2000 gallon pond
(the 2nd generation heater doesn’t sink like the earlier ones).
3. For those who do shut down in the winter, Vince reminds us that submersible pumps should be removed
for the winter and stored in a bucket of water in the garage or where it won’t freeze so the seals won’t dry out.
Of course, external pumps can’t have the motor immersed in water.
4. You should be sure to check pump fittings and pipe connectors before starting your pumps. Vince uses a
special wrench. Mike Polson says to check half-way through the year as well since the fittings can come
loose. Jim Simmons forgot to tighten one of the fittings once and had water spraying everywhere. He has
since made a diagram map noting where all the pumps and connections are so he doesn’t forget to check one
again. Vince had an older connection come loose and blow water, so he cleaned it, tightened it, and it blew
again submerging the pump. He had to replace the connector since it was too disintegrated to repair and tighten and he says he was lucky that didn’t ruin the pump by being submerged twice.
5. Biofalls should be cleaned, then covered in the fall before snow and ice arrive, ready to go again in the
spring. Jeannie Clarke cleans her biofalls, then runs it for 4-6 more weeks before shutting down. Jeannie said
that once she forgot to drain the bioconverter, it froze, then shot water 6 feet into the air. Barb said to check
for frogs, snakes, etc. even when you do cover everything up because critters still get in and clog the box.
6. Put bacteria around the pond in the spring. Also, Jim uses a wet/dry shop vac to clean out the pipes. Others
use a long pole for the same purpose. Mike bought a dryer vent cleaner and modified it for his pond pipes.
7. Don’t start feeding your fish until the temperature reaches a constant 55°F (not just during the day). Jay
Sauer asked at which water level the pond temperature should be checked. Jeannie checks at the bottom of
the pond. Vince has his thermometer in the skimmer box. Is Cheerios a good thing to feed? Jeannie read an
article stating the pros and cons. When the water warms up, the fish coming out of winter are malnourished
and hungry. The article recommended wheat germ (so Cheerios would fit the bill) but if the weather turns
cold again, you have to
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stop feeding. It was suggested that watermelon might be a good food for the Koi in spring since it
contains sugar and carbohydrates, but not the protein which is harmful for digestion at this time.
8. Don’t forget to check other pond components at this time, such as the stream bed, for clogs,
tears in the lining, drainage spots, etc. Jeannie found that chipmunks had chewed holes in her
stream bed pond liner.
An open discussion was held on pond cleaning:
1. Some members reported that using netting to keep out leaves doesn’t work for pine tree needles. Todd uses a milk crate lined with filter material and sets a pump inside in the bottom of the
pond. This traps the pine needles and the pump won’t clog.
2. When cleaning out your pond, relocate your fish to a tank with an airstone for proper oxygenation. Make sure the tank has a lid since the Koi will leap and jump out (they are wily).
3. It is harder to locate the fish when pumping the water out of the pond since the water becomes
mucky when it gets stirred up. It’s best to remove them firsthand.
4. Water lilies provide cover for fish to hide (as well as shade and protection from predators), but
when they overgrow their pots, they can clog a pond with layers of debris and tuberous root systems making cleaning difficult.
5. Gravel on the pond bottom or no gravel? It is personal preference with both pros and cons.
Gravel makes a good base for beneficial bacteria, but it is messy and hard to clean. Some like the
look of a more natural pond bottom with rocks, not just black pond liner. Larry has a system with
4 ponds on 1 pump which works because the water lilies eat up the muck that accumulates on the
pond bottom. Jay says he uses a pond vac and catch bag that brings up the muck from the bottom
about 2-3 times per year with an odor like a septic tank. Jeannie says you may be tempted to pressure wash or otherwise clean and scrape the stuff that accumulates on the liner but maybe you
should reconsider doing this as it contains algae and bacteria that help clean the pond.
6. When filling a pond or adding water to replenish the level, you must be careful if you live in an
area (like Peoria) which adds chloramine (an ammonia derivative) to the water supply. If you
don’t add conditioner, the fish will die. Marlene reported that the Peoria Water Company used to
add arsenic to the water supply and Todd says that Tremont tries to remove it from their water
supply. Jim reports that you can go online to find the water quality report and read what your area
is adding.
7. Todd reminded us that the club has 2 tanks to lend for your fish when you are cleaning out
your pond. He found a better solution was to purchase a 4 foot wide by 6 foot long by 18 inches
deep inflatable pool to put the fish in since it weighs much less than the tanks, can deflate and
store easily, and is less unwieldy than the tanks. Again, add pond water (not from the tap), provide an airstone, and some kind of cover so the fish can’t jump out.
8. Jeannie reminds us to match the incoming water temperature to the existing water or you may
experience problems with fish stress, especially if there is greater than a 4°F temperature change.
9. Barb Luick has a few shelves in her pond for fish protection, shade, and hiding. These areas
can also conceal fish when you are trying to remove them when cleaning, so be sure to check.
10. Jeannie wanted to know if anyone has had string algae yet. She recommends the best thing to
do is to physically pull it out.
The next general meetings is scheduled for Saturday, April 8, at Mary Hoehne’s residence.
Respectfully submitted,
Deb Palmquist, Secretary
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
For the Month of April
Cheryl Bong
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If only I had known……
I’ve started a new section for our
newsletter, but you all have to
help. It might be tough for some
of us to admit, but let’s talk about
things we wouldn’t do again. (we
won’t call them mis___s)
I’m sure everyone can come up
with at least one thing. We can all
learn from our (mis_____s,) and
build better ponds.
SORRY, NO IF ONLY I HAD
KNOWN THIS MONTH.
But, I need to make an important
announcement. From now on the
Treasurer’s report will no longer be
available in the newsletter. I will explain the reason why at our next
meeting.
This change in no way will make our financial report unavailable
to members. You will only need to ask me or our Treasurer to get
an updated report at any of our meetings. I hope that everyone understands the Board’s concerns in making this change and will
work with us to continue providing for the best interest of our club.
Thank You.

Vincent Smith, President of PKPS.
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Board Meetings
April 22nd Moreland’s Residence

May 27th Cantrell’s Residence
June 24th Smith’s Residence
July 22nd Carter’s Residence
August 26th Moreland’s Residence
September 23rd Bong’s Residence

Club Meetings
April 8th Mary Hoehne’s Residence
East Peoria
May 13th Kullscape Landscaping,
East Peoria
June 10th Carter’s Residence,
East Peoria
July 8th Hornbakers Nursery,
Princeton, Il.
August 12th ????

October 28th Simmons’ Residence

Sept. 9th ICC Garden Days,
ICC Campus
October 14th Routley’s Residence

November 18th Bong’s Residence

November 11th Banquet???
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Vincent Smith
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924 W. Ridgemont Rd.
Peoria, IL 61614
309-682-1422
E-mail: vsmith924@comcast.net
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